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Lenasia Ramblers Football Club, originally known as Cardiff City Football Club, was
established in Lenasiain 1967, during the final stages of the Group Areas Act, which saw
forced removals of people of Indian origin from areas around Johannesburg to Lenasia.
Communities from Vrededorp (Fietas), Fordsburg, Kliptown, and other nearby areas
were relocated, bringing together a diversity of footballing talent and experience.

The management and players of the club were a blend of individuals from these various
communities. For example, the Kara family - brothers Harry, Ramesh, Balwant (Babes),
and Kishore—relocated from Fietas and brought with them a wealth of experience from
Mohawks FC. The Kara family would go on to play a major role in the club's history and
contribute broadly to the development of soccer in the region. Their home on Rose
Avenue became the hub of club activities, hosting team meetings and planning
sessions.

e Harry Kara became a nationally recognized referee.

e Kishore Kara excelled as a defender for Vereeniging Old Boys and Swaraj
United FC, earning league, KO Cup and best player accolades.

e Sam Khan, the long-serving chairman from Kliptown, went on to serve in local,
provincial, and national soccer associations.

o Dhanjee Mithal, originally from Fietas, was a trainer and manager in the youth
teams, later playing an instrumental role in the revival of the club post-1992.

¢ Vinod Kalichuran, also from Fietas, went on to chair Swaraj United FC in the
Federation Professional League (FPL).



¢ Haroon Mahomed (Bhera), who moved from Kliptown, went on to represent
Southern Transvaal, became a player-coach at Swaraj United and contributes as
a coach and official at local, provincial, school, and federation levels.

e Hoosein Saifuddin - went on to play for Bluebells in the FPL, represent SACOS
team and serves as coach and official at various levels.
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Club Identity and Achievements

Lenasia Ramblers quickly earned a reputation for playing an attractive, short-passing
style of soccer. The club prioritized regular training under dedicated coaches, travelled
widely for matches, and provided supportin the form of bursaries, medical aid, and the
organization of national-level tournaments.

Originally competing in local Lenasia leagues, Cardiff City moved on to play in the
Southern Transvaal Football Union based in Fietas before returning to the Lenasia
league structure in later years.

The club was known for its youth development programs and commitment to
community involvement, helping foster a strong footballing culture in Lenasia. Among
the many talented players were:



o Ebrahim “Babes” Choonara - a skilful and prolific striker.

o Hassen “Hassie” Loonat — known for his powerful shot.

e Kishore Kara - who also shone as a striker during his time.

e Yunus “Bones” Sarfoodien — an attacking centre-back who used his height to
great effect.

e Haroon “Barnes” Bhayat — a speedy and hard-tackling defender.

e MS Kara, Ashraff “Archie” Moosa - talented and tricky midfielders.

e Ismail “Sugar” Patel - rose through the ranks to a successful career with Swaraj
United and Bluebells in the FPL.

Many others also made their mark through the club’s ranks.




Community and Inclusivity

Lenasia Ramblers won several league titles and cup competitions, and its legacy lies
not only in trophies but in its commitment to non-racial football. The club actively
recruited players and coaches from all surrounding communities, including Eldorado
Park, Bosmont, and Soweto.

Revival and Legacy

The club was revived in the 1990s by Dan Mithal, who teamed up with the Moosajee
brothers. Under their leadership, the club secured local league honours and affiliated
with the top SAFA league of the time.
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Although the club no longer exists today, the spirit of Lenasia Ramblers FC lives on
through various community initiatives and the enduring love of football among its former
members and the wider community. The club’s history is a testament to the power of

sport to unite people, create opportunities in disadvantaged communities, and
challenge social barriers.




